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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is in response to Claims, Amendments, and Remarks received 20 
March 2006. Per Applicant's request, claim 51 is cancelled. Claims 49, 50, 52 -66 are amended. 
Claims 49, 50, and 52-66 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. In view of the amendments to claims 49-59, the prior 35 U.S.C. 101 rejections are hereby 
withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 61-66 recite "as recited in claim 53. . .", should be - as recited in claim 60. . 
Change 53 to 60. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant has argued, in substance, the following: 

(A) As noted on page 7, 3 rd paragraph, of Remarks, "Flinn is silent about GUI embodiments that 
provide users with interactivity with different parts of a GUI. 

Examiner's Response: Examiner disagrees. Flinn disclosed user interactivity with different 
parts of a GUI. As an example (col. 9, line 48), "a mouse click (user interactivity) on one of the 
co-expressed objects 44 causes an object summary 46 (a different part of a GUI) for the selected 
co-expressed object 44 to be displayed." 

(B) As noted on page 8, 1 st paragraph, Applicant has amended claims to recite "program object", 
so as to better show the program object enables interactivity to a user, different than the 
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functionality provided by Flinn. Flinn provides interactivity to allow relationships to be formed 
between different objects. 

Examiner's Response: Examiner disagrees. As an example ( col. 7, line 62), "user creates new 
content objects 34c or edits existing content objects 34c, as desired (block 222). Using the 
display interface 14, a user may enter of edit meta-information 36 for the content object 34c. . ." 
Flinn disclosed content objects (program object), with which the GUI interface enables user 
interactivity. 

(C) As noted on page 8, 2 nd paragraph, amended claim 49 is further defined to include an 
"accessible link to either the users or the program objects presented as an icon, the icon 
providing a graphical or text indicator of the type for the accessible link. . . 

Examiner's Response: See rejection of claim 49 below. New art has been added. 

(D) As noted on page 8, 2 nd paragraph, Flinn does not define relationships in a GUI that enables 
accessible links to the users and program objects that are most related to the currently active 
programmed object. 

Examiner's Response: Examiner disagrees. As an example regarding the 'most related', see col. 
11, lines 49-61. A line of varying thickness, or a color variance, may depict the degree of 
relatedness. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 49, 50, and 52-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
USPN 6,795,826 B2 to Flinn et al, in view of USPN 6,014,135 to Fernandes. 

Per claim 49: 

A graphical display interface portal, tangibly embodied on a computer readable media, the 
graphical display interface portal providing a user interface for interactivity, comprising: 

Flinn: Fig. 9 and col. 9, line 13, 'display interface 14' (graphical display interface portal) 
Flinn disclosed user interactivity with different parts of a GUI. As an example (col. 9, line 48), 
"a mouse click (user interactivity) on one of the co-expressed objects 44 causes an object 
summary 46 (a different part of a GUI) for the selected co-expressed object 44 to be displayed." 

-a document display area of a user interface display screen, the document display area 
defining a currently active program object that enables program interaction by a user; 
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Flinn: Col. 9, lines 19-20, "a first object summary 46a is presented to the display interface 14 to 
represent a selected object 34 (active program object)." (emphasis added) See FIG. 10, #46c, 
(document display area of user interface) 

-a neighborhood panel presented on the user interface display screen along side with 
the document display area, such that the neighborhood panel is concurrently illustrated when 
the currently active program object for the user is present, the neighborhood panel including a 
list of one or more users and a list of one or more program objects, 

Flinn: See Fig. 9. A display interface for a selected object presents objects related (44a) to the 
selected object (46a). Related objects are presented in the display area. Col. 9, lines 13-32, "The 
display interface 14 may express one or more objects 34. . .a first object summary 46a is 
presented to the display interface 14 to represent a selected object 34. . .The first object 
summary 46a further provides a list of related objects 44a (neighborhood panel including a list 
of one or more users and a list of one or more program objects). The list of related objects 44a 
include one or more objects 34 that are deemed related to the selected object 34. The related 
objects 44a are coupled together, or co-expressed. . .This facilitates access to the object 34 
represented by the first object summary 46a, by supplying. . .a connection to related objects 44a." 
(emphasis added) Col. 8, lines 16-35, "a client experience manager 28 tracks usage. . .using a 
transaction log 18. . .Individual user access to content or topic objects 34, the number of users 
accessing an object 34, and other indications of usage may be tracked. . .This enables users and 
administrators to view the content network 40 usage at the level of the individual topic objects 
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34t and content objects 34c. The usage patterns may also be processed so as to provide 
relationships among the objects in a content network 40 based on usage, either at the level of 
individual user, or groups of users. . .the information supplied by the client experience manager 
28 is provided by the display interface 14. . ." (emphasis added) 

-the list of one or more users being automatically displayed in the neighborhood panel, each user 
in the list of one or more users being selected for display in the neighborhood panel based on a 
relationship between the user and the currently active program object, the relationship being 
defined by a metric; 

Flinn: Col. 8, lines 16-35 (see above) & col. 11, lines 30-35, "For example, suppose the system 
100 includes a class of content objects 34c designated 'people' (user object). A user may 
display any or all of the individual 'people content objects 34c. . .user may display the 'people' 
content objects 34c for a selected topic object 34t." (emphasis added) Col. 13, lines 49-53, "the 
system 100 may automatically establish relationships between objects 34 of the content network 
40. For example, relationship indicators 42 between objects 34 may automatically be adjusted 
using statistical pattern matching, neural network technology, or other techniques (relationships 
defined by a metric)." Col. 9, lines 8-12, "the display interface 14 accesses data structures that 
store the. . .content objects 34 requested. . .The portion of the content network 40 that is accessed 
may be organized by the display interface to be visually effective (select for display based on a 
relationship). Col. 9, lines 27-28, "related objects 44a are coupled together, or co- 
expressed. . .(related objects are displayed in neighborhood panel)" 
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-the list of one or more program objects being automatically displayed in the neighborhood 
panel, each program object in the list of one or more program objects being selected for display 
in the neighborhood panel based on a relationship between the program object and the currently 
active program object, the relationship being defined by a metric; 

Flinn: Col. 9, lines 13-18, "display interface 14 (automatically displayed) may express one or 
more objects 34. . .The object summaries (co-expressed in neighborhood panel) describe either 
topic objects 34t or content objects 34c." (list of program objects displayed in neighborhood 
panel as 'related, co-expressed objects') Col. 8, lines 8-14, "Content objects 34c are 
encapsulations that contain meta-information 36c and relationships to other objects 34. . .content 
objects 34c may include either an embedded pointer to information or the information 38c 
itself. . .may include files, text, documents (program objects). . ." Col. 13, lines 49-53, "the 
system 100 may automatically establish relationships between objects 34 of the content network 
40. For example, relationship indicators 42 between objects 34 may automatically be adjusted 
using statistical pattern matching, neural network technology, or other techniques (relationships 
defined by a metric)." 

-wherein automatically displaying the list of one or more users and the list of one or more 
program objects in neighborhood panel provides a viewable interrelationship and an accessible 
link to the users and program objects that are most related to the currently active program object, 
as defined by the metric for the users and the metric for the program objects. 
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Flinn: Col. 10, lines 30-34, "Relevancy control 54. . .control the degree to which related objects 
44 are co-expressed in the . . .display interface 14 (related objects, program objects and user 
objects displayed) . In one embodiment, the relevancy control 54 is a GUI window, such as 
depicted in FIG. 12. As an example regarding the 'most related', see col. 11, lines 49-61. A line 
of varying thickness, or a color variance, may depict the degree of relatedness. Interrelationship 
is shown in the display of related objects. Col. 9, lines 48-50, "a mouse click (accessible link to 
the user objects and program objects) on one of the co-expresses objects 44 causes an object 
summary 46 for the selected co-expressed object 44 to be displayed." 

Flinn failed to specifically disclose: 

-and wherein the accessible link to either the users or the program objects is presented as an icon, 
the icon providing a graphical or text indicator of a type for the accessible link. 

However, Fernandes disclosed a (Title) collaboration centric document processing environment 
using an information centric visual user interface and information presentation method. See FIG. 
3, which shows icons providing a graphical or text indicator of a type for the accessible link. As 
an example, a word document type has a distinctive icon, and a user type has another distinctive 
type. See related text at col. 10, line 6-47. Col. 10, line 10, "The display 50 has a plurality of 
first icons 40 (A-C). Each of the first plurality of icons is a graphical representation of an 
individual (accessible link to user). . Col. 10, line 29, "The display 50 also has a plurality of 
second icons 42 (A-B). Each of the plurality of second icons 42 (graphical indicator of a type for 
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the accessible link) is a graphical representation of information. The information can be of any 
type. They can include but are not limited to: spread sheet files, text files, images, sound, 
reference to URL sites. . .(program objects). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify Flinn, to include the teachings of Fernandes, which disclose icons providing 
a graphical or text indicator of a type for the accessible link, because Fernandes recognized (col. 
3, line 41) the need for a VUI (visual user interface) that allows the user to "visualize the process 
needed to control the system to achieve his goals." Likewise, Flinn felt the need for (col. 1, line 
61) "an intelligent, adaptive method of organizing and retrieving information." 

Per claim 50: 

-the neighborhood panel further identifies a history list, the history list defining users and 
program objects that the user of the currently active program object has accessed or 
communicated with, 

Flinn: Col. 8, lines 16-22, "a client experience manager 28 tracks usage. . .using a transaction log 
(history list) 18. User interaction with the content network 40. . .is stored in the transaction log 
18." Col. 8, lines 23-32, "Individual user access to content. . .objects 34, the number of users 
accessing an object 34, and other indications of usage may be tracked (defining users and 
program objects that user has accessed). . .enables. . .to view the content network 40 usage at the 
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level of the individual. . .content objects 34c. . .based on usage, either at the level of individual 
user, or groups of users." 

-the history list being automatically updated and displayed on the user interface display screen. 

Flinn: See Fig. 4. Col. 8, lines 62-67, "the user layer 10 provides the display interface 14 to 
facilitate access to the content network 40 by users of the system 100. . .display interface 14 is a 
graphical user interface (GUI) that. . .provides a representation of the content network 40 (content 
network usage displayed on user interface display screen)." Col. 7, lines 59-60, "content objects 
34c may be generated or updated automatically. 

Per claim 52: 

-the currently active program object is one of a word processing document, an email message, a 
telephone conversation, or a web page. 

Flinn: Col. 4, lines 13-20, "files, text, documents (word processing document), articles, images, 
audio (telephone conversation), video, multi-media, or signals... Where the content object 34c 
supplies a pointer to information, the pointer may be a memory address. . .may be a Uniform 
Resource Locator (web page) ..." 



Per claim 53: 
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-the metric for the users is determined by a number of times the users accessed the currently 
active program object in the past. 

Flinn: Col. 8, line 31, "based on usage (metric, number of times user accessed the currently 
active program object). . .at the level of individual user or groups of users, (number of times the 
users accessed the currently active program object)" 

Per claim 54: 

-the metric for the program object is determined by an amount of common content between the 
currently active program object and the program object. 

Flinn: Col. 12, lines 29-45, Relevancy may be adjusted to indicate "most highly related objects 
are co-expressed (displayed in GUI). Col. 12, lines 53-55, "relationship indicators 42 (metrics 
for program object) may be established using pattern matching techniques, such as where two 
objects 34 have similar information 38 (an amount of common content). . ." 

Per claim 55: 

-the metric for the program object is determined by a frequency with which the program object is 
accessed by one or more users. 
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Flinn: Col. 8, line 31, "based on usage (metric, number of times user accessed the currently 
active program object). . .at the level of individual user (frequency program object is accessed by 
user) or groups of users." 

Per claim 56: 

-the metric for the program object is determined by whether the program object is a copy of the 
currently active program object. 

Flinn: Col. 4, lines 50-65, "Each object 34 may be related to any other object 34, and may be 
related by a relationship and associated relationship indicator 42. . .by a degree manifested by the 
relationship indicators 42. . .a numerical indication of the relationship between objects 34. . . 1 
indicates a subset relationship. . .relationship indicators 42 are expressed using subjective 
descriptors that depict the 'quality' of the relationship... subjective descriptors 'high' (program 
object is a copy). . .may indicate a relationship between two objects 34." 

Regarding 'the currently active program object', Flinn disclosed (col. 9, lines 13-32), "the 
display interface 14. . .may express one or more objects 34. . .a first object summary is presented 
to the display interface to represent a selected object 34. . .The first object summary 46a further 
provides a list of related objects 44a. . .The related objects 44a are coupled together, or co- 
expressed. . .This facilitates access to the object. . ." A currently active program object and 
related objects are presented on a display. A metric is determined regarding the relationship of 
related objects. 
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Per claim 57: 

-the metric for the program object is determined by whether the currently active program object 
referenced the program object. 

Flinn: Col. 13, lines 65-66, "The usage patterns (whether current active program object 
referenced the program object) may thus produce 'automatic relationship adjustment' between 
some objects 34 of the content network." Col. 14, lines 1-3, "if users typically always move 
from object A to object B, then the relationship between A and B would be high. . ." 

Per claim 58: 

-the metric for the user is determined by whether the user has accessed the program object. 

Flinn: Col. 8, lines 30-31, "relationships among the objects in a content network 40 based on 
usage, either at the level of individual user (whether user has accessed the program object). . ." 

Per claim 59: 

-the metric for the user is determined by whether the user was contacted. 

Flinn: Col. 4, lines 8-9, "Content objects 34c are encapsulations that contain meta-information 
36c and relationships to other objects 34." Col. 11, line 32, "people content objects 34c" Col. 
13, lines 51-53, "relationship indicators 42 between objects 34 may automatically be adjusted 
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suing statistical pattern matching, neural network technology, or other techniques." Thus, 
metrics exist for a user (people content objects) and degree of contact with other content objects. 

Per claim 60: 

A computer implemented method of accessing a related item through a graphical user interface 
(GUI) that provides graphical access and interactivity, comprising: 

Flinn: Flinn disclosed a (col. 2, line 61) 'method' for managing data. Col. 2, line 64, "objects in 
the content network are related by a degree. . .relationships between the objects may be 
established. . ." Flinn disclosed user interactivity with different parts of a GUI. As an example 
(col. 9, line 48), "a mouse click (user interactivity) on one of the co-expressed objects 44 causes 
an object summary 46 (a different part of a GUI) for the selected co-expressed object 44 to be 
displayed." 

-displaying a currently active program object in a display area and allowing user interaction with 
aspects of the active program object;; 

Flinn: Col. 8, lines 62-67, "RIG. 4, the user layer 10 provides the display interface 14 to 
facilitate access to the content network 40. . .the display interface 14 is a graphical user interface 
(GUI). . ." Col. 9, lines 19-20, "a first object summary 46a is presented to the display interface 
(display area) 14 to represent a selected object 34 (currently active program object). . ." 
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-automatically generating a list of related users and program objects for the currently active 
program object based on a metric; 

Flinn: Col. 9, lines 23-32, "The first object summary 46a further provides a list of related objects 
44a (automatically generating a list of related users (people content objects) and program 
objects). The list of related objects 44a includes one or more objects 34 that are deemed related 
(based n a metric - see rejections related to metrics above) to the selected object 34 (currently 
active program object). The related objects 44a are coupled together, or co-expressed. . ." 

-concurrently displaying the list of related users and program objects in a neighborhood panel, 
such that the neighborhood panel is displayed along with the currently active program object in 
the display area; 

Flinn: As an example, see FIG. 10. Related users and program objects (44c) in a neighborhood 
panel (46c) are displayed along with the currently active program object (48c). 

-enabling access to at least one of the related users or program objects through the neighborhood 
panel 

Flinn: Col. 9, lines 48-50, "a mouse click (enabling access) on one of the co-expressed objects 
44 (related users or program objects) causes an object summary 46 for the selected co-expressed 
object 44 to be displayed." Related objects are linked on the GUI. 
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Flinn failed to explicitly disclose: 

-wherein access to either the users or the program objects is enabled through an icon, the icon 
providing a graphical or text indicator of a type for the access. 

However, Fernandes disclosed a (Title) collaboration centric document processing environment 
using an information centric visual user interface and information presentation method. See FIG. 
3, which shows icons providing a graphical or text indicator of a type for the accessible link. As 
an example, a word document type has a distinctive icon, and a user type has another distinctive 
type. See related text at col. 10, line 6-47. Col. 10, line 10, "The display 50 has a plurality of 
first icons 40 (A-C). Each of the first plurality of icons is a graphical representation of an 
individual (accessible link to user). . Col. 10, line 29, "The display 50 also has a plurality of 
second icons 42 (A-B). Each of the plurality of second icons 42 (graphical indicator of a type for 
the accessible link) is a graphical representation of information. The information can be of any 
type. They can include but are not limited to: spread sheet files, text files, images, sound, 
reference to URL sites. . .(program objects). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to modify Flinn, to include the teachings of Fernandes, which disclose icons providing 
a graphical or text indicator of a type for the accessible link, because Fernandes recognized (col. 
3, line 41) the need for a VUI (visual user interface) that allows the user to "visualize the process 
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needed to control the system to achieve his goals." Likewise, Flinn felt the need for (col 
61) "an intelligent, adaptive method of organizing and retrieving information." 

Per claim 61: 

-the neighborhood panel further identifies a history list, the history list defining users and 
program objects that the user of the currently active program object has accessed or 
communicated with, 

-the history list being automatically updated and displayed in the display area. 
See rejection of limitations addressed in claim 50 above. 

Per claim 62: 

-the currently active program object is one of a word processing document, an email message, a 

telephone conversation, or a web page. 

See rejection of limitations addressed in claim 52 above. 

Per claim 63: 

-selecting one or more users for display in the neighborhood panel based on a 

relationship, between the user and the currently active program object, defined by the metric. 

See rejection of limitations addressed in claim 49 above. 

Per claim 64: 
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-determining the metric for the users by the number of times the users accessed the currently 

active program object in the past. 

See rejection of limitations addressed in claim 53 above. 

Per claim 65: 

-determining the metric for the program object by a frequency with which the program object is 
accessed by one or more users. 

See rejection of limitations addressed in claim 55 above. 
Per claim 66: 

-determining the metric for the program object by an amount of common content between 
the currently active program object and the program object. 
See rejection of limitations addressed in claim 54 above. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Mary Steelman, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday through Thursday, from 7 :00 AM to 5 :30 PM If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wei Zhen can be 
reached at (571) 272-3708. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned: 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mary Steelman 
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